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OPINION 723

REPEALOF THE RULING GIVEN IN OPINION 47 TOGETHERWITH
THE STABILISATION OF THE GENERIC NAMESCARCHARHINUS
BLAINVILLE, 1816, CARCHARODONSMITH, 1838, ANDODONTASPIS

AGASSIZ, 1838, IN THEIR ACCUSTOMEDSENSE (PISCES)

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the Ruling given in Opinion 47

is hereby repealed.

(2) Under the plenary powers

:

(a) the following generic names are hereby suppressed for the purposes of

the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of Homonymy:
(i) Carcharias Rafinesque, 1809;

(ii) Triglochis MuUer & Henle, 1837;

(b) all designations of type-species for the nominal genus Prionace Cantor,

1850, made prior to the present Ruling are hereby set aside, and the

nominal species Squalus glaucus Linnaeus, 1758, is hereby designated

to be the type-species of that genus

;

(c) all designations of type-species for the nominal genus Carcharhinus

Blainville, 1816, made prior to the present Ruling are hereby set aside,

and the nominal species Carcharias melanopterus Quoy & Gaimard,

1824, is hereby designated to be the type-species of that genus.

(3) The following generic names are hereby placed on the Official List of

Generic Names in Zoology with the NameNumbers specified

:

(a) Carcharhinus Blainville, 1816 (gender : masculine), type-species, by

designation under the plenary povv-ers in (2) (c) above, Carcharias

melanopterus Quoy & Gaimard, 1824 (Name No. 1657);

(b) Carcharodon A. Smith, in MUUer & Henle, 1838 (gender : masculine),

type-species, by subsequent monotypy, through Carcharias lamia

Rafinesque, 1810, Squalus carcharias Linnaeus, 1758 (Name No. 1658);

(c) Odontaspis J. L. R. Agassiz, 1838 (gender : feminine), type-species, by

monotypy, Carcharias ferox Risso, 1826 (Name No. 1659);

(d) Prionace Cantor, 1850 (gender : feminine), type-species, by designation

under the plenary powers in (2) (b) above, Squalus glaucus Linnaeus,

1758 (Name No. 1660);

(e) Pterolamiops S. Springer, 1951 (gender : masculine), type-species, by

original designation, through Pterolamia S. Springer, 1950, Squalus

{Carcharias) longimanus Poey, 1861 (Name No. 1661).

(4) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumbers specified

:

(a) melanopterus Quoy & Gaimard, 1824, as published in the binomen

Carcharias melanopterus (type-species o^ Carcharhinus Blainville, 1816)

(Name No. 2055);

(b) carcharias Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Squalus carch-

arias, as interpreted by Bigelow & Schroeder, 1948 (Fishes of the
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western North Atlantic: 134-135, figs. 20-21) (type-species of Carcha-

rodon A. Smith, 1838) (Name No. 2056);

(c) ferox Risso, 1826, as published in the binomen Carcharias ferox (type-

species of Odontaspis J. L. R. Agassiz, 1838) (Name No. 2057);

(d) glaucus Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Squalus glaucus

(type-species of Prionace Cantor, 1850) (Name No. 2058);

(e) longimanus Poey, 1861, as published in the combination Squalus {Car-

charias) longimanus (type-species of Pterolamiops S. Springer, 1951)

(Name No. 2059).

(5) The following generic names are hereby placed on the Official Index of

Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers
specified

:

(a) Carcharias Rafinesque, 1 809 (as suppressed under the plenary powers in

(2) (a) above) (Name No. 1746);

(b) Triglochis Miiller & Henle, 1837 (as suppressed under the plenary powers

in (2) (a) above) (Name No. 1747);

(c) Carcharias Cuvier, 1817 (a junior homonym of Carcharias Rafinesque,

1809) (Name No. 1748);

(d) Carcharias Risso, 1826 (a junior homonym of Carcharias Rafinesque,

1809) Name No. 1749);

(e) Carcharias Miiller & Henle, [1839] (a junior homonym of Carcharias

Rafinesque, 1809) (Name No. 1750);

(f)Prionodon Miiller & Henle, [1839] (a junior homonym of Prionodon

Horsfield, 1822) (Name No. 1751);

(g) Pterolamia S. Springer, 1950 (a junior homonym of Pterolamia Breuning,

1942) (Name No. 1752);

(h) Carcharinus Cloquet, 1817 (an incorrect spelling for Carcharhinus

Blainville, 1816) (Name No. 1753);

(
i

) Carcharorhinus Agassiz, 1846 (an unjustified emendation of Carcharhinus

Blainville, 1816) (Name No. 1754).

(6) The specific name lamia Rafinesque, 1810, as published in the binomen
Carcharias lamia (a junior objective synonym of carcharias, Squalus, Linnaeus,

1758) is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific

Names in Zoology with the Name No. 811.

(7) The following family-group names are hereby placed on the Official

List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the NameNumber specified:

(a) ODONTASPiDiDAE (correction of odontaspides) Miiller & Henle, [1839]

(type-genus Odontaspis Agassiz, 1838) (Name No. 385);

(b) CARCHARHiNiDAE Garman, 1913 (type-genus Carcharhinus Blainville,

1816) (Name No. 386).

(8) The following family-group names are hereby placed on the Official Index

of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in Zoology with the Name
Numbers specified

:

(a) CARCHARiAEMullcr & Henle, [1839] (type-genus Carcharias Rafinesque,

1809) (invahd because the name of the type-genus has been suppressed

under the plenary powers) (Name No. 413);
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(b) ODONTASPIDESMuller & Henle, [1839] (type-genus Odontaspis Agassiz,

1838) (an incorrect original spelling for odontaspididae) (Name No.

414).

HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 920)

The present case was first submitted to the office of the Commission by Drs.

E. I. White, Denys W. Tucker and N. B. Marshall in March 1955. A revised

version of the apphcation was sent to the printer on 17 January 1961 and was

pubUshed on 11 August 1961 in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 273-280. Public

Notice of the possible use of the plenary powers in the present case was given in

the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other prescribed serial publications

(Constitution Art. 12(b); Bull. zool. Nomencl. 21 : 184) and to two herpeto-

logical serials.

An objection to the choice of type-species of Carcharhinus was made by Dr.

J. A. F. Garrick, whose counterproposal was published on 23 March 1962 in

Bull. zool. Nomencl. 19 : 100-102. Drs. White and Marshall agreed that Dr.

Garrick's proposals concerning Carcharhinus, rather than their own, should be

placed before the Commission. The application was supported by Dr. W.
Schmidt, Mr. H. A. Toombs, Dr. W. Weiler, Dr. E. M. Casier, Prof. J. P.

Lehmann, Prof. E. Kuhn-Schnyder, Dr. B. Schaeffer {Bull. zool. Nomencl. 19 :

66-67), Dr. L. S. Gliickmann & Dr. D. V. Obruchev {Bull. zool. Nomencl.

19 : 139), Dr. E. H. Colbert and Prof. B. Peyer-Amsler. An objection by Prof.

E. Tortonese was pubUshed in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 19 : 66 together with a reply

by Drs. White and Marshall.

DECISION OF THE COMMISSION
On 5 March 1963 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote under

the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper 63(11) either for or against the pro-

posals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 18 : 277-279 [except for paras. (2) (iii),

(3) (a) and (4) (a)] and Bull. zool. Nomencl 19 : 102. At the close of the pre-

scribed voting period on 5 June 1963 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative votes —twenty (20), received in the following order: China,

Mayr, Holthuis, Hering, Hemming, Yokes, Munroe, Lemche, Binder, StoII,

Obruchev, Alvarado, Brinck, Uchida, Boschma, do Amaral, Riley, Borchsenius,

Tortonese, Bonnet.

Negative votes —two (2) : Key, Mertens.

On Leave of Absence —two (2) : Prantl, Bradley.

Voting Papers not returned —one (1): Evans.

Commissioners Miller and Jaczewski returned late affirmative votes. The

following comments were made by Commissioners in returning their votes:

Prof. E. Tortonese (28. v. 63): "In order that the long discussions and un-

certainties concerning Carc/jar/Gi and other names will eventually come to an end,

I think it advisable to join my colleagues in supporting the present proposal,

including Garrick's amendment. Let us hope that no further objections will

arise!
"

Dr. K. H. L. Key (l.iv.63): "Although I accept wholeheartedly the general

aims of the proposal covered by V.P. (63)11, it has two aspects which I feel I
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must oppose, and the only effective way in which I can do that is to vote against

the application. If the applicants or the Commission were to accept appropriate

amendments on these points I would be happy to change my vote to an affirma-

tive one.

"The first point to which I object is the proposal to 'repeal' the ruling given

in Opinion 47. I consider that the repeal or amendment of any decision of the

Commission must be an absolutely last resort —not because I think the Commis-
sion is infallible, or should try to conceal its mistakes, but because much of the

value of the Commission's decisions is that, right or wrong, they are final. The
present case seems to me to involve no such compelling necessity. It is agreed

that the only mandatory part of an Opinion is its ' Ruling ' —or, in the earlier

Opinions, its ' Summary ', and the applicants admit that in the case of Opinion
47 this is correct, except on the inconsequential point of the date of Rafinesque's

paper. Any ' implication ' that the Opinion might contain that Carcharias

should be used in place of Odontaspis is not part of the ruhng. For the Com-
mission now to suppress Carcharias need not, therefore, be regarded as an action

in conflict with Opinion 47, but rather as a corollary to it. The ' error of fact

'

in this Opinion (referred to by the applicants in their first paragraph, page 273)

is, moreover, not an error at all in my view (see below).

"My second point is as follows: The applicants (p. 274, par. 5) quote Agassiz

as making available the name Odontaspis in the following terms: ' Le genre

Odontaspis Ag. (Triglochis Miiller and Henle, Carcharias ferox Risso) '. I

interpret this as a citation of Triglochis in the synonymy of the new nameOdontas-

pis, which gives to the latter the status of a replacement name and secures to

Odontaspis the same type-species as Triglochis, i.e. Carcharias taurus, not C. ferox.

Thus the Commission was right when it reached this same conclusion in the
' Statement of the Case ' in Opinion 47. This does not aflfect the position of

Odontaspis vis-a-vis Carcharias or Triglochis, but it does afifect the citations to be
added to the Official Lists."

Original References
The following are the original references for names placed on the Official

Lists and Indexes by the Ruling given in the present Opinion:
Carcharias Cuvier, 1817, Regne Anim. 2 : 125

Carcharias MUller & Henle, [1839], Syst. Beschr. Plagiost.: 37

Carcharias Rafinesque, 1809, Caratt. ale. n. gen. en. spec, d'animaliepiante della

Si cilia: 10

Carcharias Risso, 1826, Hist. nat. princip. Prod. Europ. merid. 3 : 119

carcharias, Squalus, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 235
CARCHARHINIDAEGarman, 1913, The Plagiostoma : 106

Carcharhinus Blainville, 1816, Bull. sci. Soc. philomat. Paris 1816 : 121

CARCHARIAEMuUer & Henle, [1839], Syst. Beschr. Plagiost.: xvii

Carcharinus Cloquet, 1817, Diet. Sci. nat. 1 : 7

Carcharorhinus Agassiz, 1 846, Nomencl. zool. Index Univ.

Carcharodon A. Smith, in Miiller & Henle, 1838, Mag. nat. Hist, (n.s.) 2 : 37
ferox, Carcharias, Risso, 1826, Hist. nat. princip. Prod. Europ. merid. 3 : 122

glaucus, Squalus, Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 235
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lamia, Carcharias, Rafinesque. 1810, Indice Ittiol. Sicilia : 44

longimanus, Squalus {Carcharias), Poey, 1861, Mem. Hist. nat. Cuba 2 : 338

melanopterus, Carcharias, Quoy & Gaimard, 1824, in Freycinet, Voy. autour

Monde " Uranie " & " Physicienne " (Zool.) : 194

ODONTASPiDESMiiller & Henle, [1839], an incorrect original spelling for odon-

TASPIDIDAE q.V.

ODONTASPiDiDAEMullcr & Henlc, [1839], Syst. Beschr. Plagiost. : xvii

Odontaspis J. L. R. Agassiz, 1838, Rech. Poiss.foss. 3 : 87

Prionace Cantor, 1850, /. asiat. Soc. Bengal 18 (2) : 1381

Prionodon Muller & Henle, [1839], Syst. Beschr. Plagiost. : 35

Pterolamia S. Springer, 1950, Amer. Mus. Novit. 1451 : 7

Pterolamiops S. Springer, 1951, Copeia 1951 (3) : 244

Triglochis Muller & Henle, 1837, Arch. Naturgesch. 3(1) : 396; Ber. Verh.preuss.

Akad. Wiss. 1837 : 113

CERTIFICATE
I certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (63)1 1 were cast as set out above,

that the proposal contained in that Voting Paper has been duly adopted under

the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the decision of the

International Commission, is truly recorded in the present Opinion No. 723.

W. E. CHINA
Acting Secretary

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature

London

2i September 1964


